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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs.. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, 8.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. vi. of the advertisements, 
and a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office on p. 467. 


A note of a Report issued by the Colonial Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” will 
be found on p. 465. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


A British firm of colour manufacturers and mine owners manu- 
_— facturing for home and export all classes of 
diated ie Sale of earth oxide and fine colours, are desirous of 
Earth Oxide  2PPolnting first-class firms as agents to sell on 
and Fine Colours, CO™™mission. Applications should be addressed 
"to the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, 


Bristol. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State India in Council is prepared nar receive 
tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
Tenders for 
: : supply bogie carriages for the Indian State 

Bogie Carriages. ei 8 

The conditions of contract may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 am. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.), or may be obtained on 
application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, White- 
hall, S.W. Tenders are to be delivered at that office by two 
o'clock p-m. on Tuesday, the 10th March, 1903, after which time 
no tender will be received. . 


An announcement appears in “Indian Engineering” of 24th 
Settien tee the January, to the effect that tenders are invited 
Ceesinadion af by the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta 

Two Perry for the construction of two steamers for the 
Howrah Bridge Ferry. 

‘ The dimensions of the vessels to be as 
follows :—Length 147 ft. 6 in. over all, breadth 27 ft., depth 9 ft., 
to be double-ended with steering apparatus and rudder at each 
end and divided into 16 or more water-tight compartments, so 
arranged that the vessels would float with any two adjoining 
compartments flooded. 

The vessels to be fitted with separate engines and _ boilers, 
divided by a water-tight bulkhead extending the whole length of 
the vessel. 

Engines to be diagonal oscillating, compound surface condensing. 

Speed to be 10 knots, 

Carrying capacity of coal sufficient for 12 hours’ steaming at 
full speed. 

To have a main and upper deck capable of accommodating 
1,200 passengers. 

Accommodation for master, engineer, and crew, with galleys, 
store-rooms, bath-rooms, and conveniences. 

A plan showing the general arrangements of the vessels may be 
obtained at the office of the Deputy Conservator of the Port 
(Calcutta) on payment of a sum of Rs. 10, also details in regard 
to construction of engines, boilers, and general equipment, 

Tenderers will be required to state :— 

(a) Whether they are prepared to undertake the construction of 
one or both steamers, quoting prices for one or both. 

(b) The time of delivery i in Calcutta under steam ready for work. 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


- The Commissioners do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
or any tender, or to order both vessels from one tenderer. 

~ The Commissioners shall be at liberty to divide the order 
between two tenderers should they consider such an arrangement 
advisable. 

» Sealed tenders addressed to the Secretary, will be received up to 
2 p.m. on Monday, the 23rd March. 


The same issue of “ Indian Engineering” also announces that the 
Municipal Committee of Rangoon is prepared 
Flectric Supply to receive tenders for carrying into effect a 
Undertaking license, to be granted under the Electricity 
* Act, for the supply of power for all purposes 

within the limits of the Rangoon Municipality. 

Copies of the tender form, terms and conditions and plans of the 
city can be obtained on application to W. Shircore, Officiatin 
Secretary, Rangoon Municipality, at Rs. 75 per set, which will be 
repaid on receipt of a bond fide tender. Applicants can also see 
the draft Electricity Bill as well as the rules and plans, on a large 
scale, of the city, &c. 

Tenders for the concession, accompanied by such descriptions, 
specifications, drawings and data as will enable the Committee to 
judge of the relative merits of the schemes, will be received up to 
the 1st day of July, 1903, addressed under sealed cover to the 
President, Municipal Committee, Rangoon, and marked 
Electric.” 

The Municipal Committee does not bind itself to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 


Tenders for 


CANADA. 


A British firm of colour manufacturers and mine owners manu- 
Agents wanted facturing for home and export all classes of 
for Sale of earth oxide and fine colours, are desirous of 
appointing first-class firms as agents to sell on. 


commission. Applications should be addressed 
Volours. to the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, 
Bristol. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade. 


Home Enquiries—A London firm invite particulars and quota- 
tions from Canadian manufacturers of laundry machinery, and 
supplies such as maize, starch powder, alkali, &c. 
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A correspondent desires information about the development of 
the Canadian peat industry, and wishes to be placed in communi- 
cation with Canadian producers of peat fuel. 

A Manchester produce broker wishes to get into communication 
with Canadian shippers of produce and flour. 

A firm of linen manufacturers in Ireland who wish to develop 
trade in Canada ask to be placed in communication with reliable 
importers who would take up the sale of their manufactures. 

Canadian Enquiry.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in ‘l'oronto 
who can furnish first-class references seek a few additional agencies 
in United Kingdom: woollens (cloths), knitted goods, silks 
(Coventry), and similar goods. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, 8.W. 


AUSTRALIA. 


A British firm of colour manufacturers and mine owners manu- 
facturing for home and export all classes of 
earth oxide and fine colours, are desirous of 


Agents wanted 


ee appointing first-class firms as agents to sell on 

a Fine Col commission. Applications should be addressed 
and sine Volours: to the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, 
Bristol. 


MALTA. 


The Board of Trade have been informed by the Crown Agents for 
— the Colonies that sealed tenders will be received 
b at the office of the Receiver-General and 

Lamp Carbons. Director of Contracts, Valletta, up to 11 a.m. on 
Friday, the 6th March next, for the supply of 75,000 are lamp 
carbons. 

Tenders received after the said date and hour will not be 
considered. 

Tenders are to be accompanied with a deposit of 501. to be made 
in the office of the Crown Agents by tenderers residing in Great 
Britain, not having a representative in Malta, and in the office of 
the Receiver-General and Director of Contracts, by local tenderers. 

The tenderer whose offer is accepted shall be held to have bound 
himself to an agreement, and may be compelled to carry out the 
obligations arising from his tender, notwithstanding that he may 
not have signed a formal contract. 

The Government reserves to itself the right cf accepting, or 
rejecting, any of the tenders received. 

Particulars, specifications, &c., may be obtained on application 
to the Superintendent of Public Works, in Malta, or to the Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, Downing Street, London. 


i 
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RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


According to the “ Handels Museum” of the 12th February, 
representatives of German firms who supply 


— brewers’ requisites (hops, brewing machinery, 
Requisites. &c.) are visiting the principal towns of Siberia, 


where a flourishing brewing industry is said to 
be beginning to develop. 


NORWAY. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade through the 
om 6 Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at 

teen in 1 Christiania reporting that tenders in sealed 
envelopes marked Locomotivkul” for the 
supply of 98,750 English tons best description of locomotive coal 
will be received at the Managers’ Office, State Railways, Christiania, 
up to 3 p.m. on 17th March, 1908. 

Such particulars as have been received may be seen on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
—— Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at 
Canhenes eatin Christiania, reporting that tenders in sealed 
* envelopes marked “ Materialier og Redskaber,” 
for the supply of the undermentioned goods to the Hell and Sunde 
Railway, will be received at the Office of the Chief Engineer at 
Levanger not later than 7 p.m. on the 10th March, 1903 :— 
70 double pickaxes, 4 kilogs. 
200 hickory hammer handles, 78 centimetres long. 
100 ballast spades, No. 5. 
200 kilogs. grease, in boxes. 
820 pickaxe handles, 94 centimetres long (hickory). 
3,000 kilogs. Swedish irons, various sizes. 
60 ironplates, various sizes. 
1,500 kilogs. best mining powder. 
2,000 R. best tarred slow match. 
180 “ mett axes” (earth axes). 
150 metres manila rope (1 in. diameter). 
24 pack spades, No. 4. 
60 spades, centre strop, No. 4. 
600 spades, the ‘ Victor,” No. 4. 
470 single set hammers, 3 kilogs. 
200 double set hammers, 3 to 34 kilogs. 
810 sledge hammer handles, 94. centimetres long (hickory). 
85 steel spits (crowbars), 7 kilogs. 
80 stone sledge hammers, 4 to 5 kilogs. 
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603 kilogs. nails (3 to 7 in.). 
8,000 2 in. nails, forged. 
2,000 3 in. nails, forged. 
244 zine boxes (12 in.). 
116 American axes. 
125 axe handles, 78 centimetres long (hickory). 
Materials and tools are to be delivered free at Trondhjem, as 
requisitioned later, and at address given. The greater part are to 
be delivered in April next, a few articles will not be wanted before 
the summer. The name of the factory is to be stated in the tender. 
Tenders sent in by telegram, or telegrams modifying previous 
tenders, must. bear the inscription “ Materialier og Redskaber ” 
immediately after the address. Tenders or telegrams relating to 
the same not marked as prescribed and, therefore, opened too early, 
will be sent back. ‘Those received late will be laid aside or, it 
possible, returned unopened. 


DENMARK. 

The “ Berlingske Tidende” for the 16th February publishes a 
notice calling for tenders for the supply of 1,500 
Coal. tons of English Thornley gas coal for the 
Fordencia Gas Works to be delivered by 15th 
April, and for a further supply of 1,600 tons to be delivered by 
15th October. Conditions of tender can be obtained from the 
office of the Gas Works; tenders must be sent in by mid-day on 

7th March. 


GERMANY. 

The “ Handels Museum ” of the 12th February quotes a statement 

from a Breslau paper to the effect that an 
Railway Sleepers. extraordinary demand exists on the Prussian 

State Railways for wooden railway sleepers. 
Last year the company purchased very sparingly in anticipation 
of their experiments with steel, and combined wood-and-steel 
sleepers being a success. ‘These trials were not satisfactory, and 
wooden sleepers are in consequence in great request. It is said 
that prices have risen considerably. 


GERMANY—WURTEMBERG. 
A communication has been received from H.M. Consul at Stutt- 
gart, to the effect that a dealer in his district 
Malt Vinegar. desires to import large quantities of malt 
vinegar. ‘The dealer (“manufacturer”) in 
question is a purveyor to the Court of Wiirtemberg, and is seid to 
have a sound business reputation. Tor further particulars appli- 
cation should be made to H.M. Consul, Stuttgart. 
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BELGIUM. 


The “ Bulletin Commerciai” of 14th February contains an announce- 
ment to the effect that tenders will be opened 
on the 25th March, by the “Société Nationale 
des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux,” at No. 14, Rue 
de la Science, Brussels, for the construction of 
the section from Bois-Seigneur-Isaac to Braine-]’Alleud, on the 
local line from Nivelles to Virginal and to Braine-l’Alleud. 

The upset price of the work is 151,480 francs (6,059/.), and a 
deposit of 15,000 francs (600l.) is required. ‘Tenders by regis- 
tered letter must be addressed to the Director-General of the Com- 
pany at the address given above, where they will be received not 
later than 24th March. Plans, estimates, and conditions of con- 
tract may be seen at the Company’s office and at the office of M. 
d’Artevelle, Rue de Turquie No. 18, 4 Saint Gilles (Bruxelles). 

A statement of the conditions of contract may be obtained at 
the offices named on payment of 1 franc. 


Tenders for 
Railway 
Construction. 


NETHERLANDS-—DUTCH GUIANA. 


On p. 454 will be found a reference to the proposed railway from 
Paramaribo to the Lawa district which, it is 
said, will be commenced in April or May 
next. 


Railway 
Materials. 


SWITZERLAND. 


The “Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of the 19th February 
publishes a communication from the French 
Commercial Adviser at Berne to the effect that, 
following on a resolution passed by the Postal 
Budvenee) Congress at Berne to erect a monument to com- 

Pesta Walon memorate the foundation of the Universal 

- ‘ Postal Union, the Swiss Federal Council has 
now announced the opening of a competition for carrying out this 
project. 

Artists from all parts of the world are invited to take part, the 
closing date being the 15th September, 1903. 

The following are the principal provisions of the scheme : — 
(1) The monument will be erected at Berne in front of the 
‘« Petits-remparts” (Steinhauerplatz); (2) the monument must be 
such as to clearly recall the foundation of the Universal Postal 
Union, and must be suited to the position chosen; (3) the 
maximum cost, including all expenses, must not exceed 
170,000 frs. (6,8001.) ; (4) the design will be judged by an inter- 
national jury of 11, who will have at their disposal a sum of 
15,000 frs. (6001.) for rewarding meritorious competitors. 


Competition for 
the Erection of a 
Memorial of the 
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Artists desirous of participating may obtain full particulars, 
together with a view and plan of the site, at the ‘“ Département 
fédéral des Postes et des Chemins de fer,” Berne. 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 


The “Journal des Transports” (Paris) of the 14th February reports 
that the Governor-General of French West 
a 004 Africa has recently sent out a surveying party 
way in senega’. to trace out a new railway in Senegal, be- 
tween Thiés and Kayes. 

The line will be about 750 kiloms. (466 miles) in length, starting 
from* Thiés, a station on the Dakar-Saint Louis line, across the 
country of the Oulofs, the Djolofs, the Bondous and the Bambouks 
as far as Kayes, which is the starting point of the Kayes-Bammako 
railway connecting the Senegal with the Niger. 

The cost of this line is estimated at about 65 million francs 
(2,600,000/.). 


SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 16th February contains an order 
siame of the Direction-General of Public Works, 
Seavey. authorising Don Bernardo Menendez to survey 
: a route for a steam tramway from Campero 

(Moreda) to Gijon. 


The same issue of the ‘“‘Gaceta” contains an order of the 
Direction-General of Public Works, authorising 


cer the Sociedad Valenciana de Tranvias to replace 
Material horse traction by electric traction on the tram- 
: way from Valencia to Grao on certain specified 

conditions. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” for the 17th February contains a notice 

calling for tenders for the supply of 10,000 
Telegraph Posts. telegraph posts for the use of the Direction- 

General of Posts and Telegraphs. The ‘“Gaceta” 
notice contains particulars as to the kind of wood, and sizes of the 
posts required, as well as of the upset prices of each and the lots 
which may be offered by tender. A deposit of 5 per cent. of the 
amount of the tender is required, and the adjudication will take 
place at the office of the Inspector-General of Telegraphs, 10, Calle 
de Carretas, Madrid, 32 days after the date of the publication of 
the notice in the “ Gaceta.” 
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SPAIN—continued. 


A notice appears in the “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 21st February, 
calling for tenders for the supply of 40,000 


Porcelain 
porcelain insulators for the use of the Spanish 
yr eg telegraph service. ‘The adjudication of the 


tenders will take place 30 days after the publi- 
cation of the notice in the “Gaceta,” and a deposit of 5 per cent. 
is required from persons tendering, the maximum price admitted 
being 1 peseta (about 73d.) for each insulator without supports, 
but with 10 grammes of ‘‘filastica.” Details as to kind of insu- 
lator required and conditions of tender are published in the 
“ Gaceta.” 


Referring to the notice which appeared on p. 436 of the ‘“ Board 

of Trade Journal” for 4th September last with 
Telegraph Cable. reference to the call for tenders for the con- 

struction of a telegraph cable between Fernando 
Po and the Cameroons, attention is now called to a notice in the 
“Gaceta de Madrid” of the 2lst February, stating that the 
previous call for tenders having produced no result, a second call 
1s issued. The maximum price of 8,400 pesetas (about 2501.) per 
marine mile, referred to in the previous notice, has now been 
increased by 10 per cent., but in other respects the conditions of 
tendering remain as before. 


The “Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p-m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


ITALY. 


In his report on the foreign trade of Italy for the year 1901, Mr. 
Electric Railway Stephen Leech second Secretary to H.M. 

Materials Embassy at Rome states that several short 
: electric railways are now in operation which 
have given satisfactory results, and there is a proposal to connect 
the capital with Naples by means of a direct and fast line of 
electric traction. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,933.) 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at 
Sulphate of Venice states that several manufactories of 
Seema sulphate of copper have been started in Italy, 
7a. and there is an important one at Padua. British, 
German and American sulphates are also imported. Although 
foreign sellers claim their sulphates to be 98 to 99 per cent., they 
cannot compare with the British products of the best marks. As 
a test it would be sufficient to dip a clean knife blade into each 
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solution for a few seconds and observe the kind of copper deposited 
upon the blade. The superiority of the British quality would then 
be evident. Competition with the foreign produce could, therefore, 
be easily overcome by selling small shipments to the agricultural 
committees (“ Comizi Agrari”) through some responsible person on 
the spot. Agriculturists frequently object to buy from local 
merchants who naturally want to dispose of their sulphates at 
higher prices. The quotations should, as far as possible, be 
moderate and firm, samples forwarded in time, through the repre- 
sentative, to all the “Comizi Agari” in the different districts, 
giving prices in francs f.o.b. at Italian ports, offering to send them 
trial lots and granting credit, if necessary, as the “Comizi” are 
corporate bodies. 


Further on in his report the Consul says that there are now 
several manufactories of manure in Italy, but 

Superphosphates. the British superphosphates are considered 
superior, and continue to be imported. 

The Italian Minister of Agriculture last season addressed a 
circular to the Prefects enjoining them to warn landowners not to 
buy artificial manure offered by travellers under the inducement of 
saving the expense of the analysis, or of purchasing on credit, as 
such manures are deficient in solukle and fertilising elements, and 
are therefore of little value to agriculture. The Minister added 
that a fraud is thus committed upon agriculturists, and a distrust 
is created against superphosphates, with a consequent delay in 
their use. ‘The Consul adds: ‘“ A very good plan for British manu- 
facturers of superphosphates would be to send samples of their 
produce through a responsible person on the spot to the agri- 
cultural committees, with an exact analysis, and then forward 
consignments, against bills if required, and I have no doubt that 
in this way several orders would be obtained, which would in all 
probability continue for a number of years. The Consulate would 
be glad to render assistance.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,939.) 


In the same report H.M. Consul at Venice writes as follows with 
regard to the bicycle trade of Italy :— 

Bicycles. “Tt may perhaps be useful to cycle manu- 

facturers in the United Kingdom to peruse the 

paragraph published at pp. 14-15 of my report on the trade and 

commerce of Venice for the years 1896-97 (Annual Series, 2,037), 

as there is no change in the conditions of the bicycle trade in 

Venetia. British bicycles are considered the best, and would be 

in greater demand if manufacturers would endeavour to conform 
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to the wishes of the local buyers, quoting in francs, including all 
charges to destination, giving measurements according to the 
metric system, and undertaking the risk, which might be covered 
by insurance, to have the cycles delivered safe to the consignees, 
as is done by foreign competitors. Even the few firms that are 
represented in this Kingdom do not push their trade with the 
same energy as their Austrian and German rivals, who, when the 
season commences, publish advertisements and have large placards 
constantly posted up in conspicuous places at all towns. Unless 
British merchants adopt the same plan the advantage will always 
remain with their rivals.” 


The Consul also calls the attention of British manufacturers of 

locomotives to the fact that, about the middle 

Locomotives. of last year, two steam locomotives, of a new 

type, passed through the Consular district of 

Venice, and were stated to have been sent to Florence to be tested 

there and to be adopted for railway traction if approved. They 

were made in Berlin, and their drawing power was said to be 

about 400 tons, travelling at the rate of about 100 kiloms. 
(62 English miles) per hour. 


The Consul further reports that although protests have been made 
Bridge abroad against the building of a bridge to 
Construction,  Comnect Venice with the mainland, the majority 
of the Communal Council of Venice have 
decided in favour of the proposal. It may be observed that the 
proposed bridge is to start from an extreme point of the town, 
fronting the mainland, where there is not a single monument or 
building of artistic importance of any kind, and is to run over 
shallows parallel to the railway bridge up to San Giuliano. 


With regard to electrical enterprises, the Consul states that the 
Electrical Plant municipality of Venice has granted a concession 
a Equi t for the supply of electricity for industrial and 
oe Sys. illuminating purposes in the town, to an Italian 
company, with a capital of 6,000,000 francs (240,000I.), which has 
been formed to utilise water power in Venetia. ‘The river, which 
will furnish the current, is the Cellina, in the Friuli, ranning 
down in a narrow channel, near the Mount Cavallo, for abou 
84 English miles. : 
Only about 15 cubic yards of water, taken in the narrow passage 
near Barcis, are required for the execution of the project. The 
hydraulic and electric works of the first plant will probably be 
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completed in about two years, and an energy of 6,000 horse-power 
could then be supplied to Venice. 

By a Decree, issued last year, the Government reserved absolute 
control over all water sources to be employed for conversion into 
electrica! power, and all projects and concessions have to be sub- 
mitted, for sanction, to the Prefects. 

There are several other schemes of this nature under considera- 
tion and there will soon be a large development in the utilisation 
of water-power, with a consequent increase of manufacturing 
industries, as mountains and hills, with plenty of rivers and 
waterfalls, intersect these provinces. 

If these enterprises are successful, Italy will, it is said, no doubt 
become to a great extent independent of foreign coal supplies for 
her industries. 


At the close of his report the Consul writes as —— er 
: “ Although the project for the adoption o 
electric for the public service, which 
* was laid before the municipality by some 
Venetian gentlemen a couple of years ago, has, for various reasons, 
fallen through, I believe there would be a good opportunity for,a 
sound British company to lay a serious proposal before the 
municipality, which, I presume, would not be viewed with dis- 
favour by the town council, inasmuch as-the steamers running on 
the Grand Canal are alleged to damage, by a gradual process of 
erosion, the foundations of the historical palaces on the canal. 
Moreover, the continuous smoke of their engines is stated to 
When the Cellina electrical works 
are in operation the motive power will be easily obtained and 
stored for distribution to the launches. These should be of various 
dimensions, of a narrow type for passing through the small canals 
intersecting the town, and of a larger type tor running on the 
Grand Canal and the Venetian lagoon. ‘lhe launches would in 
this way be able to perform an omnibus service to all parts of the 
town, some of which are now entirely cut off. An extraordinary 
development might also be given to the conveyance of passengers 
to the mainland and the neighbouring islands, in a quick, frequent, 
comfortable and cheap way. ‘I'he speed of the small steamers, 
since the fall of the Campanile, has been greatly reduced by order 
of the authorities, not to the advantage of the public service. No 
time should be lost in submitting the project to the municipality, 
aml the Consulate would at any time be happy to render every 
possible assistance.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,935.) 
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BULGARIA. 


According to the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of the 19th 
een ant February, the French Commercial Adviser at 
ea a Roustchouk reports that only a very small part 

: of the urban population of Bulgaria make use 
of cocoa and chocolate, as until recently very little demand existed 
for these articles. Now, however, the consumption tends to 
increase, especially as regards cocoa used for pastry. The 
annual value of the total import may be estimated at 50,0C0 francs 
to 60,000 francs (2,000/. to 2,400/.), none being manufactured in 

Bulgaria. The principal countries supplying the goods are 

Austria-Hungary, Switzerland, France, United Kingdom and Italy. 


BRAZIL. 


The “ Diario Official” of 3rd February contains a notice calling 
, for tenders for the supply of metallic super- 
structures for bridges Meight in number) for 
use in the construction of the extension of the 
Central Railway of Brazil, from Silva Xavier to Curvello, and of 
four metallic girders for use in the construction of the railway 
station at the commencement of the line. The adjudication of 
tenders will take place at midday on 22nd March, at the office of 
the Secretary of the Central Railway of Brazil at Rio de Janeiro, 
a deposit of 500 milreis (about 25/.) being required from persons 
tendering. 

The ‘ Diario Official” containing the notice referred to may be 
seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of ‘I'rade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


EXHIBITION. 


UNITED STATES—PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of the 7th February 
, publishes a report by the Belgian Consul- 
Establishment of (General for the Philippine Islands regarding a 


— commercial museum established at Manila. 
Manila. This institution forms an annexe to the 


Philippine Museum of ethnology, natural 
history and commerce, founded in 1901. ‘The exhibits will 
embrace raw and manufactured commercial products, and also 
imported goods. With the view of extending the sale of Philippine 
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produce, the museum will be prepared to exhibit the products of 
the islands on the best markets of the United States, Europe and 
the East. 

A department will be formed for collating information regarding 
the commercial resources of the islands, and studying the cultiva- 
tion of their principal products. The department will also collect 
information as to foreign markets, by acquiring trade journals, 
catalogues, and consular reports, and by communicating with other 
commercial museums, Chambers of Commerce, &c. 

Producers, manufacturers and merchants are invited to co- 
operate in the work of this museum, and to share in the benefits 
derived from it. Free space is granted to intending exhibitors, 
but for samples requiring special care a convenient glass case 
must be provided. 

The museum is maintained by the civil government, and its 
members do not incur any expense. All communications and 
samples should be addressed to Mr. S. B. Shiley, Commercial 
Museum, Manila. 


BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Switzerland— The British Commercial Agent reports that the 
“Neue Ziircher Zeitung,” the leading commercial organ in German 
Switzerland, published in its issue of the 7th February an article 
dealing with his recent report on British trade with that country. 
(No. 2,918, Annual Series.) 

After quoting various statements and figures given in the report 
establishing the one-sided character of the Anglo-Swiss com- 
mercial relations, and pointing out that no less than 25 per cent. 
of Switzerland’s entire exportation of manufactures are sent to 
Great Britain, whilst Switzerland takes in return only one per 
cent. of the British exports of manufactures, the Journal enumerates 
in detail the suggestions put forward by the British Commercial 
Agent for increasing the demand for British goods in Switzerland, 
and endorses his statement that British merchants or travellers 
will be received with the same courtesy as are representatives of 
other nationalities, and concludes with the following remark :— 

** We only hope that British traders will take these suggestions 
to heart. Switzerland is most desirous of strengthening ‘her 
commercial relations with Great Britain, and she cannot therefore 
but welcome any steps taken to induce British exporters to devote 
more attention to her market than they have hitherto done. We 
feel assured that Great Britain by a more energetic cultivation of 
her trade with Switzerland, will be able to compete successfully in 
supplying our requirements.” 
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TRADE OF CAPE COLONY (ELEVEN MONTHS). 


With reference to the statement on pp. 350-1 of last week’s 
issue of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” the Board of Trade have 
received, through the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
statistics showing the value of the trade of Cape Colony for the 
eleven months ended 30th November, 1902, as compared with the 
corresponding period of 1901. The following tables show the total 
value of the imports and exports, including transit trade in both 
cases, of the principal and other articles into and from the Colony 
during the periods above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 


Eleven Months Eleven Months 
Principal and other Articles, ended 30th ended 30th 
November, 1901. November, 1902. 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, & & 
chicory, coffee, meats, rice, sugar, and tea)... 2,458,000 3,529,000 
Metals and metal manufactures (includes 
iron, lead, machinery and hardware) ‘a 1,557,000 2,888,000 
Haberdashery and millinery ... eee eee 1,322,000 2,008,000 
Cotton manufactures... wes 1,087,000 1,764,000 
Provisions, oilman stores, &c. (ne 1,076,000 1,487,000 
Corn, &c. (flour, maize, oats, wheat) .. sas 1,316,000 1,480,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes 
boots and shoes, and saddlery and harness) 840,000 1,338,000 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) ae 966,000 1,371,000 
, and manufactures of se furniture 
and cabinetware) say 733,000 1,260,000 
Alcoholic beverages (includes wine, beer, and | 
spirits) ... sos 671,000 901,000 
Stationery (includes books) eas ae ree 437,000 | 673,000 
Woollen manufactures ... oon 362,000 | 546,000 
Tobacco of all sorts ase vas 415,000 523,000 
Carriages and other wheeled vehicles .. +s 165,000 389,000 
Drugs and chemicals... 270,000 383,000 
Coal, coke and patent fuel eee see eos 356,000 | 364,000 
Soap and candles... ae oe 214,000 277,000 
Cocoa and chocoiate and confectionery we 201,000 | 260,000 
Jewellery and plated ware... 102,000 196,000 
Pipes, iron and earthen ... 110,000 | 162,000 
Oil, mineral 113,000 150,000 
Agricultural implements 68,000 138,000 
Linen manufactures 79, 136,000 
Earthenware and crockery wee sie | 84,000 123,000 
Bags, all sorts... cos} 87,000 120,000 
Paints and colours ons oes eee bee! 64,000 | 100,000 
Cement... 60,000 91,000 
Dynamite and blasting compounds 75,000, 64,000 
All other articles of merchandise ane oo 2,743,000 3,875,000 
Total merchandise mr £ 18,031,000 26,596,000 
Articles imported for the Colonial Government 1,487,000 2,369,000 
Specie . ... | 2,576,000 2,111,000 
Grand total, imports... £ 22,094,000 31,076,000 


Note.—The official figures of imports into Cape Colony are exclusive of 
imports by the Imperial Government, but it may be noted that supplies for the 
army were partly contracted for on the spot. 
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Trade of Cape Colony (Eleven Months). 


Exports from Cape Colony. 


Eleven Months | Eleven Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 30th ended 30th 
November, 1901. | November, 1902. 
| 
| £ £ 
Wool (washed, scoured, and in the grease) ..., 1,313,000 1,594,000 
Ostrich feathers ... 763,000 806,000 
Hides and skins ... 396,000 431,000 
All other articles of merchandise — nes 142,000 120,000 
Total merchandise 9,205,000 13,758,000 
Imported goods, re-exported ... vic 499,000 512,000 
Grand total, exports ... £ 9,857,000 14,642,000 


COTTON CULTIVATION IN CENTRAL ASIA. 


In view of the increasingly important part which the production 
of cotton in Central Asia seems to play in connection with 
the textile industry of European Russia, the following remarks, 
translated from the “ Journal” of the Ministry of Finance by the 
Journal de St. Pétersbourg,” concerning the cotton crop and the 
state of the plantations in 1902 may be of interest. 

Last year was not favourable to the cultivation of cotton in 
Central Asia and Turkestan; the yield was 13:1 per cent. below 
that of 1901, which was itself not abundant. ‘The diminution in 
the yield of cotton from American seed was as much as 32'2 per 
cent., while on the other hand indigenous cotton showed an 
increase of 52°5 per cent. It was not so much a question of 
diminished production as of a restricted area. 

Another. factor has indirectly contributed to the temporary 
decline in the cultivation of cotton in Central Asia. Owing to 
the system of protection in vogue, the cultivation of cotton had 
become so profitable in Turkestan that the natives had abandoned 
all other branches of agriculture. Moreover, in the absence of 
agricultural banks, they have recourse to a system of advances 
which weighs very heavily upon them. Under this system the 
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buyer readily makes advances to every grower who guarantees 
to supply him with a certain quantity of cotton. Being better 
informed than the producer, the merchant generally knows how to 
keep for himself the best chances of profit, and if the price of 
cotton is high at the time when the product is delivered, the 
grower finds himself deprived of a part of the profit which he 
expected to obtain. 

On the other hand, the agents who monopolise the cotton 
crop compete so much among themselves that they are a long 
way from deriving from the contracts with the native grower 
all the benefits which these contracts might yield to the 
purchaser. It is especially to this competition amongst the middle- 
men that the “‘ Journal” of the Ministry of Finance attributes the 
principal cause of the decay of the cotton industry of Central Asia. 
The native grower seeing that his profit is only extremely small, 
mixes with his produce rubbish such as stones, mud, old tow, &c. 

Another cause for the present decline in the cultivation of cotton 
is the lack of manure. In the absence of irrigation works, the 
natives find themselves obliged to cultivate cotton year after year 
on the same land; hence the need for manure and the abnormal 
loss of the seed. 

The native growers have profited by the raising of the Customs 
Tariff on foreign cotton in order to produce cotton of ordinary 
quality; they find it useless to procure seeds of good quality, being 
certain of selling whatever they produce. 

To remove the disadvantages under which the cotton industry 
at present labours, the “Journal” recommends the following 
measures :— 

1, Establishment of agricultural banks. 

2. Extension of the area under cotton by means of irrigation. 

3. Furnishing the population with seeds of good quality. 

4. Increasing the number of model plantations, in order to pro- 
pagate the necessary technical knowledge amongst the natives. 

5. Improvement of the roads. 

6. Regulating the trade in cotton. 

In Khiva and Bokhara the cultivation of cotton has replaced 
that of wheat. The average yield of the cotton plantation in 
Central Asia was greater in 1902 than in the previous year, 
except in the district of Taschkent. Compared with 1901, the 
total yield of cotton in 1902 showed a decrease of about 1,683,400 
pouds, the estimated figures for last year being 4,900,000 pouds, 
of which 2,700,000 were American cotton. 


. 
> 


va 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


NORWAY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at rp. sige of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” forthe 29th Janua 
Changes Jative to certain proposed alterations in the 
- ms Tariff. Norwegian Customs Tariff, the Board of Trade 
have now received, through the Foreign Office, copy of a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania reporting that it is 
possible that part or all of the changes in contemplation may be 
submitted to the Storthing at an earlier date than was anticipated. 
In this event, such alterations as may then be passed by the Stor- 
thing, may come into operation before the conclusion of the present 
financial year (i.e., before 31st March) instead of from the 1st April 
as originally proposed. 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The Board of Customs have issued a General Order (No. 12/1903), 
. ' dated the 14th February, directing that for the 
yoann future lime or lemon juice fortified in bond 
under the provisions of the Code may be 


oo exported as merchandise in casks containing 
Minim ; not less than 9 gallons in place of 20 gallons, 
— of as hitherto. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


With further reference to the notices published in the “ Board of 
« Tariff Trade Journal” for 20thand 27th February, 1902, 

Vv. Menon = the Board of Trade have now received, through 
ons Cees Der- the India Office, a copy of a Customs Circular 
. (No. 2 of 1903) issued by the Finance and 
poses of various of ten ae 
Giesees of Goods ommerce Department of the Government o 
cenantihl tite India, on the 23rd of January last, revising 
van dia “the Tariff valuations ” fixed for various classes 

; of goods imported into British India. 


The text of the Customs Circular is as follows :— 

“In exercise of the powers conferred by Sections 22 and 23 of 
the Sea Customs Act, 1878 (VIII. of 1878), in modification of the 
Tariff values fixed by the Indian Tariff Act, 1894 (VIII. of 1894), 
as amended by the Indian Tariff Act (1894) Amendment Act, 1896 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


(III. of 1896), and as further altered from time to time by notifica- 
tions of the Governor-General in Council, the Governor-General in 
Council is pleased to fix, with effect from the 31st of January, 
1903, for the articles specified in column 2 of the schedule hereto 
annexed, the Tariff values stated in column 4 of the said schedule. 
“Provided that nothing in this notification shall affect any 
additional duty imposed under the powers conferred by Sections 8 A 
and 8 B of the Indian Tariff Act, 1894 (VIII. of 1894), as amended 
by the Indian Tariff Act Amendment Act, 1899 (XIV. of 1899), 
and the Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 1902 (VIII. of 1902).”* 


Schedule IV.—Import Tariff. 
GENERAL DUTIES. 


Tariff- 
No. Names of Articles, Per Valu- | Duty. 
ation. 
ANIMALS, LIVING. R. a. 
1 | Horses, cattle, sheep, and all other living sie see Free. 
animals of all kinds, 
ARTICLES OF FOOD AND DRINK. 
2 | Coffee ewt. 60) 
3 | Fruits and vegetables, except fresh fruits and 
vegetables not separately enumerated, which 
are free— 
Almonds without shell... 52 8 
» in the shell 14 0 
»  (kagazi) ... 45 35 0 
Cashew or cajoo kernels... 14 0 
Cocoanuts, Straits ... ...| thousand | 67 0 
kernel (shopra) ewt. 12 0 
Currants, in cases... 12 8 
Dates, dry, in bags .. 5 8 
» dry, in pots, boxes and tins 8 0 
Figs, Persian, dried .. 10 0 
Pistachio nuts eee ewt. 30 0] 5%, 
Prunes, Bussora (alu “Bokhara) 20 0 
kishmish ... bas + 10 0 
Walnuts ove ewt, 8 0 
All other sorts of fruits and ‘vegetables +s ve ad val. i 
4 | Grain and pulse, including broken grain and aan see Free. 
pulse, but not including flour. 


~* The Acts Nos. 14 of 1899 and 8 of 1902 provide for the imposition ion of additional 
duties on bounty-fed sugar imported into British India, 
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BRITISH INDIA: VALUATION TARIFF—continued, 


| Tariff 
No. Names of Articles. Per | Valu- | Duty 
| ation 
ARTICLES OF FooD AND DRINK—contd. | | BR. 
5 | Mineral and aerated waters, and all unfer- | sxe | adval.| 5% 
mented and non-alcoholic beverages. | | | . 
6 | Provisions, oilmen’s stores and groceries— | | 
| Butter... bes | lb. 
China preserves in syrup boxof 4 8) 
six jars 
Ghi ...  cwt, 45 0) 
Groceries not otherwise described... ove |adval.| 
Margarine ... lb. | 1 4] 
Vinegar, European, inwood | Imp.gal.| O14) 
» Persian... | 1 8} 
Indian | 0 6 
All other sorts of provisions, “oilmen’s | a ad val. ss 
stores and groceries 
7 | Spices— | | 
Betelnuts—Goa | 42) 0 | 
» the husk ... .. thousand; 2 ,, 
—ail other sorts . |adval.| ,, 
Chillies, dry .. | ewt. | 18 0 
Cloves... ose | 25 0 
stems and heads ; 8 0 
» in seeds, narlavang... | a 
Ginger, dry .. | 22 0; 
Mace . | » 
Nutmegs | ” | 07 
” in shell . ” 0 5 ” 
» White | 65 0 
8 | Sugar*¥— 
Crystallised, beet |. 10 4 
and soft, “from China 10 8 
Mauritius and Egy pt 10 0 
Soft or raw, other than from Mauritius, | ‘ 8 0 “ 
Egypt or China. | 
All other sorts, including saccharine pro- | | ad val s 
duce of all kinds and confectionery. | 
9 | Tea— _| 
Black ... lb, 0 8 


* Exclusive of additional duties imposed upon bounty-fed sugar. 


| 
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BRITISH INDIA: VALUATION TARIFF—continued. 


| Tariff 
No. Names of Articles. Per | Valu- | Duty. 
ation. 
| | 
| CHEMICALS, DRUGS, MEDICINES, AND NAR- R. a.! 
COTICSs, AND DYEING AND ‘TANNING 
| MATERIALS, | 
10 | Chemical products and 
Alum ... 410 ,, 
Bicarbonate of soda 6 38) 
Copperas, green 212) 
Explosives, namely, blasting gelatine,dy ,;adval.| ,, 
mite, roburite, tonite, and all other , | 
descriptions, including detonators and | | 
| blasting fuse, 
_ All other sorts of chemical products and adval.| ,, 
preparations, including saltpetre and borax. 
11 _ Drugs, medicines, and narcotics— | 
Aloes, black ... el 22 0 
Asafcetida (hing) ... | 65 0 | 
coarse (hingra) ... iy 23 
Banslochan (bamboo camphor) | lb. 
Brimstone (amalsara) ewe 30 0 
Calumba root.. | 5 0 
| Camphor, refined, cake | lb. 
| He partially refined, “cake, in blocks ” 1 3 a 
of about 13 lbs, : 
Camphor, crude, in powder + x 
Cassia lignea... 26 0 
China root (chobchini), rough 8 0 
| >> scraped 16 0 a 
| Pellitory (akalkara) 40 0} 5%, 
Peppermint crystals aes | lb. ll 0 ‘a 
| Quinine and other alkaloids ‘of chinchona | | av ae Free, 
| Salep .. ave 125 0 
Senna leaves ... 5 0 
| Storax, liquid ‘(rose melloes) <a 40 0 om 
Tobacco, unmanufactured . Free, 
| manufactured “| ad val, 
All other sorts of drugs, medicines, and | ote we ” 
| narcotics, except opium* | 
12 | Dyeing and tanning materials— | 
|  Alizarine dye, ary, per cent, ... lb. 1 4 
” ” ” see see! ” 1 8} ” 
| ” ” ” ” eee eee 4 ” ” 
| ” ” ” 70 ” 2 04 


. Opium, not covered by a Sonia: pass, 24 rupees per ser of 80 tolas. 


= 
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BRITISH INDIA: VALUATION TARIFF—continued. 


Names of Articles. 


13 


CHEMICALS, DruGs, &c.—- contd. 
Dyeing and tanning materials—contd. 
Alizarine dye, dry, 80 per cent. ... 
” w ” ” 
moist, 
” ” ” 16 ” ooo 
20 
Aniline ,,_,, blue) 
dr. 


Buzgand (gulpista) .. 


Cochineal 
Gallnuts (myrabolams) 
Persian 
Madder or manjit 
Orchilla weed 
Sappan wood and root 
Turmeric 
All other sorts of ‘dyeing and tanning 
materials. 


METALS AND MANUFACTURES OF METALS. 
Hardware and cutlery, including ironmongery 
and plated ware, and also including machines, | 


tools, and implements to be worked by | 


manual or animal labour. 


oil-presses, and parts thereof, and any other | 
machines and parts of machines ordinarily 
used in processes of husbandry, or for the | 
preparation for use or for sale of the. 
products of husbandry, which the Governor- | 
General in Council may, by notification in 
the “Gazette of India,” exempt; also the | 
following articles used in the manufacture of | 
cotton, namely, bobbins (warping), forks for | 
looms, healds, heald cords, heald knitting | 
needles, laces, lags and needles for dobbies, | 
pickers (buffalo and others), picking bands, | 
picking levers, picking sticks (over and | 
under), reed pliers, reeds, shuttles (for power 
looms), springs for and 
weft forks. ] | 


Machinery, namely, prinie-mov ers, and com- 7 


ponent parts thereof, including boilers and 

component parts thereof ; also including | 
locomotive and portable engines, steam- | 
rollers, fire-engines, and other machines in 
which the prime-mover is not ae 

from the operative parts 


Machinery (and component parts thereof), | 


meaning machines or sets of machines to be | 
worked by electric, steam, water, fire, or | 
other power not being manual or animal | 
labour, or which before being brought into | 
use require to be fixed with reference to 
other moving parts; and including belting 
of all materials for driving machinery 


[ Exceptions | 
which are free: Water-lifts, sugar-mills, | 


Per 


| 
| 


Tariff 
Valu- 
ation. 


Duty. 


Free. 


|| 
| 
R. a. 
2 44) 5% 
| ” 0 43 ” 
coe | ” 07 ” 
eee ” 0 8 ” 
| ” 0 6) ” 
» salts... ad val, ” 
ewt 4 0 
3 » 
Ib. 0 12 
ad val. 
cwt. 40 0 
fe ” 10 0 ” 
” 6 0 ” 
ie ad val. 
wee ” ” 
eee ” ” 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
see ” ” 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
14 | | 
| | | | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | | 
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BRITISH INDIA: VALUATION TARIFF—continued. 


‘Tariff | 
No. Names of Articles, Per | Valu- Duty. 
| ation 
METALS, &C.—contd. Re eet 
Provided that the term does not include tools | 
and implements to be worked by manual or | 
animal labour, and provided also that only 
such articles shall be admitted as component | 
a parts of machinery as are indispensable for 
the working of the machinery and are, | 
owing to their shape or to other special | 
quality, not adapted for any other purpose. | 
Note.—Machinery and component parts thkere- 
of made of substances other than metal are 
included in this entry 
15 | Metals, unwrought and wrought, and articles 
made of metals— 
Brass, orsidue and leaves, European lb. 8) 
patent or yellow metal, sheathing, ewt, | 48 0 
sheets, plates, and bolts | 
» patent or yellow metal, "sheathing, | 28 0 
sheets, plates, and bolts (old). 
» Sheets, flat or in thin ... | 130 0 
all other sorts. | ad val, 
Copper, bolt and bar, tolled ose cwt. 55 0 
»  braziers’ and sheets . eee | 53 0 
» and composition ‘nails... see | 60 0 
» old ” 38 0 ” 
pigs, tiles, ingots, cakes, bricks, and 50 0 
» Sheathing, plate, and raised bottoms 55 OO 
+ China, white, copperware ... lb. 1 2 ” 
» foil or dankpana, white, 104 in. by hundred 2 O om 
4} in leaves | 
» foil or dankpana, coloured, 104 in. | 23 4 
by 44 in. | 
Wire, including phosphor-bronze ... ove aa val. ” 
» all other sorts, unmanufactured and 
manufactured, except current coin | 
of the Government of India, which 
is free. 
German silver ove ” ” 
Gold bullion and coin oo | | Free. 
» leaf. | hundred | 5%, 
| leaves 
Iron, anchors and cables ad val, 


» angle, T, and channel, other than | ton | 115 0 o 
Lowmoor or Swedish. 
| 


» angle and T, other than Lowmoor or | ad val ‘i 
Swedish (if galvanised). 

| » Channel (if galvanised) ooo 

| » bar, Lowmoor and similar qualities... ton | 370 0 2 

» » Swedish ... | 155 0 

»  nail-rod, ‘also round rod | 160 ” 


under half an inch i in diameter, | 
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| | Tariff | 
No.| Names of Articles. Per | Vaiu- | Duty. 
| ation. | 
METALS, &c.—contd. R. a. | 
| Metals, unwrought and wrought—contd. | 
: Iron, bar, other kinds 5: -| ton 100 0; 1% 
» _ nail-rod and round rod | 105 0 
under half an inch in diameter | 
» Other kinds (if galvanised)... | ad val. 
beams, joists, piilars, girders, bridge- | 
work, and other such descriptions 
of iron imported exclusively “ 
building purposes. 
» plate and sheet, Lowmoor and similar | ton 460 0 
qualities 
» plateand sheet, Swedish and charcoal | wks ad val. a. 
» and hoop, other kinds | ton 115 0 
hoop, other kinds (if galvanised) ... ad val. | 
» plate , ton 200 0 | 
sheets ,, » (if galv anised) . | ewe | 9 
(lead coated)... ad val, | 
bar, hoop, plate and sheet, Lowmoor 
and Swedish (if galvanised). | | 
» bar (including angle, T, and channel), | 
hoop, plate and sheet (tinned). eR 
+ nails, rose, wire and flat-headed ...,  ewt. 9 
other sorts (including galvan- | ad val. | 
ised or tinned). H | 
nuts and bolts, also galvanised hooks | 
and nuts for roofing. | 
» pig = | ad ral, | 
» pipes and tubes, including fittines | 4 
therefor, such as _ bends, boots, 
elbows, tees, sockets, flanges, and | 
the like. | 
» Tails, chairs, sleepers, and fish-plates, | 
other than those described in No. | | 
59, also spikes (commonly known as | | 
dog-spikes), switches, crossings, 
lever-boxes, clips and tie-bars. | 
» Tice-bowls ... | ees 
Tivets and washers, all sorts ... 4 ” 
. Wire, including fencing wire and w ire vay | » ” 
rope, but excluding wire netting. 
+ cans, tinned, when imported con- | | 
taining pretoleum which is separ- | | | 
ately assessed to duty at one anna. 
per imperial gallon under No. 16 ... can | O 3; 57 
+, all other sorts, including wire netting oes | ad val. | ; 
Lametta | » | 
Lead, all sorts (except sheets ‘for tea- | oe » | ” 
chests, which are free), | | 
Quicksilver ... ib | 138) 
| 
(To be continued.) 
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NATAL. 


With reference to the notices published in the ‘ Board of Trade 
B Journal” for 8th May, 1902 (p. 261) and 
‘ee and January, 1903 (p. 210), the Board 
Cu. cme teil have now received a copy of the “Natal 
~ Government Gazette,” dated 27th January, 
— 1903, which contains a Proclamation (No. 11 of 
1903), relative to the excise duty on beer. The above Proclamation 
directs that the Act No. 37 of 1901, providing for the imposition 
of an Excise duty of 2d. per gallon upon beer brewed in the 
Colony, and a like Customs duty upon beer imported into Natal 
from countries belonging to the Customs Union, shall take effect 
as from Ist February, 1903. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ British Central 
Africa Gazette” for the 3lst December, 1902, 
Articl containing a notice fixing the “ valuations ” (for 
ening Customs export purposes) on the following 
Exported. articles exported from the British Central Africa 
Protectorate on and after 1st January, 1903 :— 


Tariff Valuations 


Articles, | Valuations. 


| 
Maize ... ove per ton 210 0 
Raw ginger ... per lb. 0 0 
Cotton— 


A notice is also published in the same issue of the Gazette 
drawing the attention of persons interested to 


D —. am the Rules relating to refunds of import duties de- 
a posited on goods passing in transit through the 
British Central Africa Protectorate, whereby it 


is provided that such deposits, unless claimed 
within 21 months from the date of entry, will be forfeited. 

Importers are notified to submit all claims for refund of such 
deposits to the Director of Customs at Chiromo as promptly as 
possible after the goods have passed out of the Protectorate, and 
they are reminded that claims cannot be recognised unless made 
before the expiration of the above-mentioned period. 


= 
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SWEDEN. 
The Board of ‘Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Tariff copy of a Swedish Royal Decree which came 
Modifications,  2*° force on the 30th January last, amending, 
. as follows, the duties leviable on wines and 
spirits imported into Sweden :— 


| Kr. Ore. Kr. Ore. 
Brandy and spirits— 
In casks large or small— 
68 Distilled f tat th | Contain. 
istilled from grain, potatoes, or other | contain- |  contain- 
at 15°C. at 150 
69 Distilled from rice (arrack) 1:00 0°75 
70 sugar (rum) 1-00 0-75 
71 the grape (cognac) one 
72 other fruits 1:00 0°75 
( litre \ 
73 | Inother receptacles of all kinds ... |) “over” “over” 1°35 
| aleohotie alcoholic 
strength strength. 


Note 1.—The Customs duties on brandy 
and spirits in receptacles containing less 
than 250 litres shall be augmented, 
conformably to the bases given above, 
at the rate of 15 Gre per litre. 

Note 2.—Brandy and spirits of a 
strength other than that given above 
shall be reduced to the normal strength 
of 50 % in the manner prescribed by the 
regulations. 

Note 3.—Should the spirits be found 
to contain sugar, or any foreign matter 
which affects the alcoholometric test, 
such spirits shall be dutiable as liqueurs. 
105 | Ether and spirits of ether or Hoffman’s 
drops, imported by chemists, or imported, 
under the authorisation of the Board of 
Trade, by manufacturers who have proved 
that they need such articles for their indus- 
tries, including the weight of receptacles... | kilog. 2°50 kilog. 2°00 
106 | Ethers and their compounds, such as nitric 
ether, acetic ether; essences of fruits, cog- 
nac, rum and arrack, including the weight 


of receptacles ... ” 2°50 2:00 
355 Liqueurs... = one | litre 2°50 litre 2:00 
Wines— 


Containing up to 25 ¥ inclusive of aleohol— 
683 In casks of all kinds kilog. 065! kilog. 0°50 
In other receptacles— 
684 Sparkling | litre 2:00 litre 1°50 
685 Not sparkling ... 1:00 0°80 
Coutaining more than 25 % ‘of alcohol... (As liqueurs) (As liqueurs) 


Nore.—1 krona = 100 Gre=1s, 14d, 
1 kilog. = 2204 lbs, avoirdupois, 1 litre = 0°22 gallons, 
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SPAIN. 


Adverting to the notice on p. 265 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
for 5th February, it is to be noted that the 
Rate dag uma “ Gaceta de Madrid” for 16th February contains 
Adjustment of ° Royal Order declaring 33:29 to have been the 
Customs Duties 2VerTage rate of exchange during the first 
Payable in Gold fortnight of the month, .and that the reduction 
v * in the payment of Customs duties payable in 
gold during the second half of the month will consequently be 
25 per cent. 


ITALY. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 

Office, to the effect that the Italian Board of 

Customs Experts have decided that, when straw 

Wrappers for wrappers used as covers for bottles are imported 

Bottles together with the bottles, such wrappers are 

. not to be dutiable under No. 185 of the Tariff 

as “coarse basket and matmakers’ wares” ai the rate of 8 lire per 

100 kilogs., but are to be free of duty. as in such case they do not 

constitute either merchandise or articles which can be considered 
as actual recipients. 


Customs Treat- 
ment of Straw 


SERVIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
of a translation of a Circular addressed by the 


I a —— Servian Minister of Finance to the Customs 

authorities notifying that certificates of origin 

ones will no longer be required in the case of raw 
Concessions—— 


materials imported into Servia by holders of 


Certificates of concessions in that country. 


Origin no longer 
Required. 


TURKEY. 


With regard to the notice which appeared at p. 638 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for the 8th January as to the 
withdrawal of the prohibition against the 
importation into Turkey of sweetmeats coloured 
with aniline dyes, the Board of Trade have now 
received, through the Foreign Office, copy of a 
despatch from H.M. Embassy at Constantinople reporting that this 
matter has been reopened by the action of the Customs Authorities, 


The Importation 
of Sweetmeats 
Coloured with 
Aniline Dyes. 
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who again decline, pending further instructions, to permit the 
importation of sweets of the kind referred to. Efforts are, 
however, being made to obtain a satisfactory solution of the 
question as soon as possible. 


PERSIA. 


With reference to the translation of the new Persian Customs 

_ Tariff published in the last issue of the ‘‘ Board 

pe eg of Trade Journal,” the Board of Trade have now 

= eathnen received, through the Foreign Office, copy of 

Tariff certain ‘‘ Additional Observations ” to the said 

: Tariff, containing regulations with regard to 

the assessment and liquidation of duties, and other matters. 
The following is the substance of these regulations :— 


I. General Provisions.—Specific duties are to be ievied on the 
quantities presented for importation or exportation, without regard 
to the quality or condition of the goods, but, in case of damage 
received during transport, the merchant is entitled to claim that 
the goods shall be sorted and the damaged portion destroyed or 
re-exported. In exceptional cases, and only at the instance of the 
Central Customs Administration, a reduction of duty may be 
allowed corresponding to the loss of value. Importers are also 
permitted to re-export without payment of duty goods deposited 
in a bonded warehouse or Custom-house (“bureau d’entrée”), 
provided such goods have not previously been declared for entry 
into consumption. 

When goods are dutiable according to a specified weight or 
number, the duty on a greater or smaller quantity is to be 
calculated in proportion. 

II. Regulations for goods dutiable according to weight.—In the 
case of goods specified in the Tariff as dutiable on the gross weight, 
the duty is to be calculated on the actual weight of the goods 
including the weight of such coverings and receptacles as in 
ordinary trade-practice pass with the goods to the purchaser, 
such as cans, casks, bottles or jars containing liquids, pots and 
boxes of all kinds, cardboard boxes, wrappings of paper or cloth, &c. 

With regard to goods not specified in the Tariff as dutiable 
on the gross weight, importers should state in their declarations 
whether they wish the duties to be calculated (1) on the actual 
net weight, 7.¢., the weight of the goods without wrappings of any 
kind, or (2) on the legal net weight, z.e., the total weight of the 
goods and their coverings minus the legal tare. If no preference 
is indicated, the duties will always be assessed on the legal net 
weight. 


| 


Feb, 26, 1903.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 449 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


The legal tare, above referred to, is fixed at the following 
rates :— 
Tare allowance. 


1. Earthenware, porcelain, glassware, mirror- 
glass (unframed) and window elas, in in 40 / of the total 
cases or casks 


2. All other goods— 
(a) In cases or casks . 


(b) In baskets, trunks, or other Siilees 8 Y of the total 
packages wie gross weight. 

(c) In matting, sacks, or other similar 3 Y of the total 
coverings nf gross weight. 4 

These tare rates are not applicable to w rappings which only 
partially cover the goods, such as laths, &c. 

Importers are required to remove all wrappings before presenting 
goods for verification, and are also required to repack them. If, 
however, they present either original invoices, or notes from the 
manufacturer or wholesale dealer, or notes specifying the quality, 
weight and value of the goods contained in each package, the 
Customs authorities are only to open one or more packages, selected 
for the purpose by themselves ; but should they find a difference 
amounting to 5 per cent. between the quality, weight, or value of 
the package or packages examined, and the quality, weight, or 
value of the contents as stated in the declaration, they are to 
require all the packages to be emptied. 


III. Regquiations for goods dutiable ad valorem.—Importers are 
required to declare, either personally or in writing, the value on 
which they wish the duties to be assessed. They must declare 
separately goods of different values contained in the same package ; 
but this requirement need not be enforced in the case of fancy 
articles of the same type, or whose total value does not exceed 
100 tomans. The value to be declared for Customs purposes is 
that of the goods at place of origin or production, plus cost of 
packing, commission on purchase, insurance, and transport to place 
of importation or exportation. 

If the Customs authorities consider the declared value too low, 
they can either require the importer to sign a supplementary 
declaration or take possession of the goods, paying to the importer 
the amount declared by him increased by 10 per cent. Such 
payment must be made as soon as possible, and, at latest, a fort- 
night after notification to the importers of the intention to exercise 
this right of pre-emption. 

IV. Tariff Changes.—In case of changes being made in the 
Tariff, the Tariff applicable is that in force at the moment when 
the goods are entered at the first Custom-house, whether for 
import or export. 


gross weight. 
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V. Merchandise not specified in the Tarif.—In cases of doubt 
as to the classification of unspecified articles, the Central Customs 
Administration is to decide the classification of such goods by 
assimilation to the goods which they most closely resemble. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 449 of the 
“ Journal ” for the 6th March, 1902, relative to 


Peed the countervailing duties leviable in the United 
asain a States on sugars produced in Austria-Hungary, 
Pe carvan the Board of Trade are now in receipt of a copy 


of a Circular addressed by the Treasury De- 
partment of the United States to officers of Customs and others 
concerned respecting the revised scale of countervailing duties to 
be levied on such sugars. The following is the text of the 
Circular :— 

“In pursuance of the provisions of section 5 of the Act of 
“24th July, 1897, the following amounts of bounties paid or 
“ bestowed by Austria-Hungary on the export of sugars are hereby 
“ declared for the assessment of additional duties, viz. :— 

“1. On sugar under 99°3 per cent. and not less than 90 per 
“ cent. polarisation, 2°21 crowns per 100 kilogs. 

* 2. On sugar of at least 99°3 per cent. polarisation, 3°18 crowns 
“ per 100 kilogs. 

‘‘ The liquidation of entries covering sugars produced in Austria- 
“ Hungary on or after 1st August, 1902, may be suspended until 
“ the next ascertainment and proclamation under the provisions of 
“said section 5. The duties on such entries will be estimated 
“on the basis of the bounties herein specified, and will be 
** liquidated on the basis of the bounties to be declared hereafter.” 


COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 458 of the 
: “ Board of Trade Journal ” for the 4th December 
Pavone baal last relative to export duties in the Republic of 
xP E Colombia, the Board of Trade are now in receipt, 
TOT g, __ through the Foreign Office, of a translation of 
R i gh the Foreign Office, of a translation of a 
Colombian Decree, dated 29th November last, 
providing for the gradual reduction of the duties in question. 
The Decree enacts that from the Ist January, 1903, the export 
duties shall be reduced by 10 per cent. each month, as follows :— 
In January exporters are to pay only 90 per cent. of the duties 
fixed by the Decree of 20th September last, in February 80 per 
cent., in March 70 per cent., and so on successively. 
In this connection H.M. Minister at Bogota reports that the 
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Governor of Honda has addressed. a note to the steamship 
agents to the effect that in the shipment of exports preference 
must be given to Government cargo, and to the shipments of 
those merchants who have paid export duties in advance, and 
that all invoices of cargo to be shipped must be submitted for the 
Governor’s approval. The shipper is also required to prove the 
origin of the articles to be exported. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 359 of the 
Rellustion of “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 20th 
_— November last, relative to an increase of im- 


t port duties in the Department of Panama, the 
ent United States Consul at Colon, in a report to 


his Government, states that, after 90 days 
from 5th January, 1903, the increased duties are to be reduced by 
10 per cent. per month until they reach the original amounts 
leviable in the Department. 


PERU.! 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
fr translation of a Peruvian Law, dated the 17th 
nnn oa December last, providing that, with a view to 
dans of facilitate the increase of the mercantile marine, 
Ships under the assels destined for the coasting or export trade 
Bational Flag. may be imported into the Republic free of 
duty, on the condition that they sail under the national flag. This 
provision applies equally to vessels arriving entire and to those 
imported in pieces to be put together in the country. 

It is further provided that the Customs clearance of vessels 
imported in order to be nationalised in the Republic, shall be 
effected under guarantee for the payment of the amount of the 
duties should the vessels not be duly nationalised, or should they 
change the Peruvian flag for that of another nationality. 


JAPAN. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
ed Foreign Office, of a telegram from H.M. 

Port of Mororan opene’ Winister at Tokio reporting that the 
for all Exports Japanese port of Mororan in Yezo has 
and certain Imports. j26n opened for trade in all exports 


and for certain imports. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Mercantile Marine Committee met on the 19th February, and 
The Mercantile again on the 20th, at the Board of Trade, on 
Sates teins the first day under the presidency of Sir Francis 

: alter J. Howell, C.B., the Deputy-Chairman, 
Board of Trade. the chair. 

The following members were also present:—Mr. W. F. G. 
Anderson, Captain H. Acton Blake, Captain A. J. G. Chalmers, 
Colonel J. M. Denny, M.P.; Vice-Admiral R. M. Lloyd, C.B., and 
Mr. J. Havelock Wilson. 
' The witnesses examined were the Rev. H. W. Farrar, and the 
Rev. H. W. L. O’Rorke, lately Chaplain to the Missions to 
Seamen at South Shields and San Francisco, respectively ; Mr. 
Frank Bullen, and Mr. T. W. McIntyre, and Mr. W. H. Raeburn, 
of Glasgow. ‘The evidence given dealt. with the employment of 
foreign seamen, desertion at ports abroad, and the discipline and 
conditions of employment on board. 


ITALY. 


In his recent report, H.M. Consul at Venice states that since the 

. cessation, in 1900, of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company’s contract, Venice-Brindisi-Port Said, 
see te in connection with that Company’s cargo boats to 
East, the Italian Government entrusted 
this service to the “‘ Navigazione Generale Italiana,” continuing to 
pay them the same grant of 500,000 fr.(20,000/.)a year. ‘The service 
was in communication with the steamers running to Genoa-Bom- 
bay-Singapore-Hong-Kong. The Italian company undertook to 
grant special reductions to the cements and hydraulic lime shipped 
at Venice for the ports of the Levant and beyond Suez, within 
the limit of 50 tons each voyage. It would appear, however, that 
the arrangements made with this company have not satisfied the 
Venetian merchants, who are using all their endeavours to establish 
an exclusively Venetian line direct to the Far East. A company 
has been formed to carry on the service at the outset with three 
steamers, and they have applied to the Government for the subsidy. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,935.) 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A despatch dated 10th February has been received at the 
Projected Foreign Office from H.M. Consul cat Trieste, 
SS. Line to reporting that the ‘ Austro-Americana” line 
ae has presented to the Ministry in Vienna the 
West Indies and er 
project for a definitive concession for the insti- 
tution of a new steamship line from Trieste 
to the principal ports of the West Indies and to Mexico. The 
line will be fortnightly ; the principal ports to be touched at will 
be Guadeloupe, Martinique, Hayti, and Havana in the West 
Indies; Progreso, Vera Cruz, and Tampico in Mexico; also some 
of the principal ports of Venezuela, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica. 
The first steamer that will leave Trieste will be the “ Anna” 
during the month of March. Two new steamers under construc- 
tion in England will, it is said, be handed over to the new company 
in April next. 


Mexico. 


PERU. 


On p. 451 will be found a reference to a Peruvian Law providing 
that vessels destined for the coasting or export 
trade may be imported into the Republic free 
of duty on condition that they sail under the 
national flag. 


Ships may be Im- 
ported Duty Free 
conditionally. 


MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


AUSTRALIA—WEST AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
Gold Production General for Western Australia a communication 
stating that the crushing returns for the 


Westem month’ of January, 1903, for ail gold mining 
METAS In companies in the State are as follows, the 
January. 


figures for January, 1902, being added for 
purposes of comparison :— 


January, 1903. January, 1902. 
Ore treated... ose 158,069 tons 123,339 tons 
Yield of gold ... 181,173 ozs. 143,822 ozs, 
Average yield per ton... ae ...| 1 oz. 2 dwts. 22 grs. | 1 0z. 3 dwts. 7 grs. 
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AUSTRALIA—-NEW SOUTH WALES. 


The “Journal of Commerce” (Melbourne) of the 13th January 
states that during the year 1902 there was 
person el exported from the port of Newcastle, New 
* South Wales, coal to the extent of 2,966,762 
tons, as against 3,104,735 tons during 1901, a decrease of 137,973 
tons. The value of the export last year was 1,484,945]. as 
compared with 1,518,121/. in 1901. Victoria takes practically 
one-half of the inter-State export, the next best customer outside 
cf the Commonwealth being Chile, and there appears to be a 
growing trade with the Philippine Islands and Hong-Kong, and a 
new customer in Celebes. 


RUSSIA. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Batoum 
Novorossisk that the ‘“‘Tchernomorskoe Poberejie” 
tr (Black Sea Littoral) in its issue of the 17th/31st 


ao. January, stated that the town of Novorossisk 
a S has the prospect of becoming in the immediate 


future an exporting centre for Russian coal. 

The large dimensions which modern steamers have attained, 
together with their greater draught, the cheapness of coal and the 
keen competition in the trade, have compelled both coal merchants 
and ship owners to concern themselves and devise means whereby 
the present heavy expenditure necessitated by lighterage and other 
dues at the Straits of Enikale, which a voyage up the sea of Azov 
entails, may be avoided, and it is reported that they have come to 
the decision to abandon the Azoy route and load their steamers at 
Novorossisk. 


NETHERLANDS—DUTCH GUIANA. 


In a despatch dated 16th January, H.M. Consul at Paramaribo 

reports that, according to the official returns, the 

sr a production of gold in Dutch Guiana in the 

year 1902 amounted to 587,604-40 grammes 
(gramme = 15°432 grains). 

The official returns for the previous four years were as 


follows — grammes, 
1898 ... 864,990-40 
1899 ane ... 893,197°40 
1900 ... 842,272°30 
1901 bic 7%52,842°00 


It is stated that the proposed railway from Paramaribo to the 
Lawa district (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 20th November 
last, p. 838) will be commenced in April or May next. This will, 
it is hoped, give an impetus to the gold industry, which is at 
present much hampered by the difficulties of transport. 


Feb. 26, 1903.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL, 455 


AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Gere Priess from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
"the week ended the 21st February were as 
follow :— 
Wheat... ove 258, Ad. 
Barley... ove ove 208. 4d. 

Oats one 178, 1d, 

For further particulars see p. 463. 


A statement is published on p. 464, showing the quantities of 

;__ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
es a imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. oduce. week ended the 2Ist February, as well as 
of the imports during the corresponding week of 1902. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 

copy of an Ordinance (No. 19 of 1902), which 
pio ten! ed was passed in Council on the 15th July, 1902, 
and which provides ‘for the creation and 

8 ‘regulation of a fund for the assistance of the 
sugar industry in Trinidad and Tobago.” 

By the terms of the above-mentioned Ordinance, a fund having 
that purpose is to be created from sums which may from time to 
time be granted by the Imperial Government for the assistance 
and relief of the sugar industry, together with such sums as may 
be provided by any loan raised, and all sums realised on account 
of any advance or the interest thereof. The loan raised is not to 
exceed 50,000/., and may be raised in such amounts as may from 
time to time be deemed necessary by the Governor. 

Out of the fund a refund on account of the immigration tax on 
sugar under the Immigration Fund Ordinances may be made. 
This refund is to be made in instalments and the total sum so paid 
is to amount, up to the 3lst July, 1903, to 13s. 6d. per ton of the 
average output of sugar for the last three preceding years for 
export from each estate. 

No refund will be granted except on condition of the persons 
applying for the same, undertaking during the crop 1902-3 to :— 

(a) Keep the estate in proper cultivation during the payment of 
the instalments thereof; and especially to plant in due course the 
average acreage (not being less than one-fifth of the land in culti- - 
vation) and to keep the estate properly cleared in the ordinary 
course of husbandry, and to up-keep the machinery, plant and 
stock in a proper and efficient manner. 

(b) Purchase canes in good condition from cane farmers if 
offered, at a fair market price, to the extent to which the same 
were purchased for the crop now last past. 


az 
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Every owner of an estate shall pay each cane farmer a bonus not 
exceeding 1s. per ton of canes delivered, as may be fixed by the 
Governor. In the case of a factory, the owner of which is not 
entitled to any refund, the cane farmer who shall supply such 
factory with canes during the year preceding the Ist July, 1903, 
shall be entitled to the same bonus. 

The Governor is empowered to advance sums at 4 per cent. per 
annum from the loans raised-—the advance not to exceed a sum 
equal to one-half the proceeds of sugar produced during 1902 —for 
the purpose of enabling the owner to keep his estate in cultivation 
and the stock and machinery in proper repair and efficiency. 

It is provided that the principal sum advanced is to be repaid in 
seven equal yearly instalments commencing on Ist July, 1905. 


RHODESIA. 


In a report upon the present condition of Rhodesia presented to 
pe the Directors of the British South Africa 
Kadesiey. Company by Mr. J. F. Jones, C.M.G., Joint 

. Manager and Secretary, it is stated that 

Rhodesia is a “corn country.” The native grain of the. country 
is Indian corn (mealies). Indian corn is grown by the natives, 
first for their own consumption and secondly 

Indian Corn. to trade, and a ready and increasing market is 
found at the various mines throughout the 


country. 

There is, according to this report, probably no surer industry to 
embark on in Rhodesia to-day than the production of Indian corn 
on a large scale. The average price per cental (100 lbs.) delivered 
at Bulawayo or at the mines varies from 10s. to 15s. as against 
3s. 9d. at Chicago and 4s. 6d. in Liverpool. A crop of 30 to 50 
bushels per acre can, it is said, be counted on, and land can be had 
almost at a gift by those who are prepared to undertake its 
cultivation. 


The report goes on to say that experiments in cotton and tobacco 

planting are now being conducted on an ex- 

Cotton. tensive scale with every prospect of success. 

Cotton of excellent quality grows wild in many 

districts, and samples recently submitted to experts in England 
have been most favourably reported upon. 

Some of the samples submitted for examination, although old 


‘ and discoloured, were stated to be superior to middling American 


and better than the common East Indian ; their values ranged from 
4d. to 54d. per lb. The cotton is said to be of prolific growth, 


good bard staple, but not long. 


The Administration has secured an ample supply of several 
varieties of seed, with a view to testing thoroughly the capabilities 
of the various districts where it is believed the cotton will thrive. 


| 
A 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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RHODESIA-— continued. 


Tobacco has been grown with success for some years past, but so 
far has only been cured in the elementary 
Tobacco. fashion obtaining in the ‘l'ransvaal, and experi- 
ments will be carried out with a view to pre- 

paring the product for the market in a more scientific manner. 


The cultivation of many varieties of English and Colonial fruits is 
rapidly extending, and as it will be many years 
Fruits. before the supply can meet the demand, fruit- 
growing may be looked upon as a profitable 

pursuit. 

Over a large portion of the country the soil is a rich red loam 
capable of growing anything, and the country being extremely 
well watered, irrigation has rarely to be resorted to in order to 
enable two crops to be reaped in the year. With the employment 
of steam implements the agricultural industry should make 
immense strides in the near future. 


In connexion with the experiments in cotton and tobacco plant- 
ing referred to above, it may be mentioned that samples of these 
products have been submitted by the Agricultural Department, 
Salisbury, Rhodesia, to the Scientific and Technical Department 
of the Imperial Institute for chemical analyses and commercial 
valuation. 

Exhibits illustrating the vegetable and mineral resources of 
Rhodesia, including the products mentioned, are shown in the 
special Colonial Exhibition at the Imperial Institute, where they 
may be inspected by those interested in the subject between the 
hours of 11 and 5. 


FRANCE—COCHIN CHINA. 


According to the ‘“ Dépéche Coloniale” of the 12th February, 
: : the exports of rice from Cochin China in 1902 
nie a m reached a larger total than has ever been 
recorded, namely 823,000 tons. The following 

table gives the figures of the export during the season just passed, 
compared with the figures for the four years previous :— 


Tons. 
1902 rs 823,630 


It may be of interest to note that Cochin China ranks second 


amongst the countries hal the world. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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BRAZIL. 

The Brazilian ‘“ Diario Official” of the 4th February contains the 

bidet report of an international conference which met 

Suiiieiines at New York last autumn for the protection of 

on Coffee Trade. the coffee industry. Amongst the recommen- 

dations of the commission are the prohibition 

of the importation of adulterated coffee and coffee substitutes under 

the name of coffee into consuming countries, as well as of the 

exportation of impure coffee from producing countries, and a 

limitation of the exportation of coffee regulated according to the 

estimated consumption and with due regard to the amount of 
stocks. 

The “ Diario Official” referred to above, which contains the 
report in extenso, may be seen on application to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


MISCELLANEOUS, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


_The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 


during the week ended the 19th February was 
Cotton Statistics. 69,986 and the number imported during the 
8 weeks ended the 19th February was 920,152. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 
19th February, 8,260 bales, and for the 8 weeks, 85,817. 
For further details see p. 463. 


NATAL. 
The following comparative statement of imports, exports, and 
. Customs Revenue of Natal for the twelve 
Trade in 1902. months ended 3lst December, 1901 and 1902, 
is taken from the “ Natal Government Gazette ” 


of 20th January :— 
1901. 1902. 

Value of imports by sea and overberg ae 9,789,104 13,529,252 
Value of exports, Colonial _.... 1,212,852 1,476,600 
Total exports by sea and overberg ... 4,792,097 9,156,368 
Customs revenue... 797,441 976,280 


* Includes raw gold to the value of 1,937,512/. in 1902, as compared with 652,052/. 
in 1901. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘“ Commonwealth 
of Australia Gazette” for the 9th January, 


New Sugar 1903 
. , containing a new regulation issued by the 
ooo Department of Trade and Customs on the 


8th January last, having reference to the 
—— of duty granted on cane sugar grown within the Common- 
wealth. 

The regulation is made in accordance with the provisions of the 
Excise Act, 1901, and the Excise Tariff, 1902, and the full text of 
it is as follows :— 

New SuGar REGULATION. 

“As to all plantations in respect of which no rebate for the 
year 1902 has been paid, nothing done before the 1st March, 1903, 
shall prevent any cane grown thereon from being considered white 
grown cane for the purpose of any subsequent rebate. 

“ But all persons desiring to obtain the benefit of this regulation 
must give notice of their intention to claim rebate, as provided by 
the regulations, before the 1st day of March, 1903. 

“ In the case of a rebate paid under this regulation, the form of 
declaration to be indorsed on the rebate note shall contain, in lieu 
of the paragraph 3 of the form of declaration prescribed in regu- 
lation 8 of the Sugar Regulations of 28th July, 1902, the following 
paragraph :— 

“ All this cane was white grown cane, in that it was cane in 
respect of which white labour only has been employed after 
1st March, 1903, from and including the preparation of the ground 
for planting, up to and including delivery at the mill for manu- 
facture, and was grown on a plantation in respect of which no 
rebate for the year 1902 has been paid.” 


EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The “ Official wag ” of the East Africa and Uganda Protectorates 

, or the 15th January contains the text of an 

Credit Trade with Ordinance (No. 1 of 1903) entitled “The East 

Ordinance, 1903 Africa Credit Trade with Natives Ordinance, 

’ *, 1903,” which is to apply only to such provinces 

or districts of the Protectorate as the Commissioner shall by 
Proclamation declare. 

Article 3 provides that no contract for the sale on credit of goods 
to the value, or at a price, of more than 100 rupees by any trader or 
other person not being a native of such provinces or districts to 
any native of such provinces or districts shall be valid unless it is 
in writing, and attested by the Collector or an Assistant Collector 
of the district to which the native belongs. 
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“The Credit Trade with Natives (Ukamta) Regulations, 1900 ” 
are repealed by the above Ordinance. 

The same issue of the “ Gazette” contains a Proclamation to the 
effect that the foregoing Ordinance shall apply to every District in 
the Provinces of Ukamba, Kenya, Naivasha and Kisumu. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Spirit Com- 
pounds Ordinance” (No. 32 of 1902), which 


WP sage was assented to by the Acting-Governor on 
Pesce Spirits 31st December, 1902, and will come into force 


on Ist April, 1903. 
The Ordinance provides for an excise duty of 8s. 6d. per proof 
gallon to be levied on rum or other spirits distilled in the Colony. 
Licenses to compound spirits may be granted by the Receiver- 
General on payment of a license duty of 10/. per annum; the 
license, whenever granted, will expire the 31st March following. 


An Ordinance (No. 3 of 1902) has also been received, which was 

assented to on the 3rd March, 1902, consolidat- 

Sale of Liquors. ing and amending the Law relating to the sale 
of intoxicating liquors. 

A full list of the magistrate’s and excise licenses required to be 
obtained for the purpose of selling spirits, wines and beers in the 
Colony is given in the Ordinance, which may be consulted by 
persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


EGYPT. 


In his recent report, H.M. Consul at Alexandria states that gum 
arabic, which used to be one of the principal 


co tee i articles of export from that port, has, since the 
a P dria. re-opening of the Soudan, been steadily 
rary recovering its former position as the following 
table shows :— 
Quantity 
Year. Exported. Value. 
Lbs. & 
1898 —.... oop one 257,149 6,070 
1899... aes oe 782,676 18,222 
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There was a further increase during the first five months of 
1902, the total quantity exported being 5,967,227 lbs., valued at 
65,351/,, as compared with 1,875,728 lbs., valued at 31,3711. 
during the corresponding period of 1901. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,931.) 


RUSSIA. 

With reference to the information as to the Russian Stamp Duty 
Stamp Duty Law, and its application to invoices of goods 
peg een sent from this country to Russia, which was 

, published on p. 78 of the “Board of Trade 

Journal” for 10th July last, and on p. 319 of the “Journal” for 

14th August last, the Board of Trade have now received, through 

the Foreign Office, a copy of a communication of the Russian 

Ministry of Finance, dated 7th (20th) January, embodying the 

decision of the Ministry in regard to this matter. The following 

is a précis of the memorandum referred to :— 

All documents relating to transactions connected with the 
Russian import or export trade are subject to Russian stamp 
duties. Invoices are considered as “accounts,” and pay stamp 
duty at the following rates :— 

1, If serving as the only proof of the commercial transaction 
in question, 7.¢., when such transaction has not been recorded in 
writing by means of an agreement, broker’s note, commercial 
letter, &c., duly stamped, at the rate of 40 copecks per 1,000 
roubles :— 

At the rate of 40 copecks per 1,000 roubles or portion thereof 
in the case of amounts over 700 roubles, and 5 copecks per 

100 roubles on amounts below 700 roubles. 
2. If rendered after the completion of a transaction or accom- 


panied by a letter bearing stamps at the above rate of 40 copecks’ 


per 1,000 roubles :— 
5 copecks per sheet without reference to the amount involved. 

But in the case of accounts rendered after the completion of a 
transaction being for an amount higher than that stated in the 
stamped letter or other stamped agreement, stamps must be affixed 
at the rate of 40 copecks per 1,000 roubles (or 5 copecks per 100 
roubles for amounts less than 700 roubles) to cover the difference. 

The only case in which documents (invoices, duplicate waybills, 
&c.) are not subject to the stamp duty is when they constitute a 
second disconnected portion of a document sent to a purchaser 
together with the goods, serving as a confirmatory document and not 
containing anything more than an enumeration of the articles sent. 

The rates of stamp duty for invoices, &c., referred to above, 
relate only to goods for re-sale, and higher rates of duty are 
payable in respect of the sale of property, which is held to include 
machinery and equipment for factories sold to the owners of the 
factories, &c. 


\- 
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The question as to which of the parties concerned shall affix 
stamps is left to mutual agreement. Stamps on accounts and 
letters transmitted to Russia from abroad may be affixed by the 
party abroad, for which purpose stamps may be sent to him by his 
Russian correspondent, but the Russian Government hold the 
— resident in Russia responsible for the payment of the stamp 

ues. 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Newcastle and Gateshead.—A meeting of the Council of the 
Newcastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce was held recently 
in the Council-room, at the Guildhall, Mr. W. S. Daglish presiding. 

In considering the agenda of the meetings of the Associated 
Chambers to be held in London on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th of March, 
the committee agreed to support the resolution of the London 
Chamber with a view to increasing trade with Persia, and also to 
support a resolution to watch carefully, in the interests of English 
export trade, any treaty between Cuba and the United States. 

It was also agreed to support the London Chamber in watching 
amendments to extend the Workmen’s Compensation Act, and to 
support Manchester on the subject of an equitable adjustment of the 
present railway rates charged on British and home imported produce. 


Oldham.—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Oldham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 16th February, Mr. J. E. 
Newton presiding. 

Mr. A. Emmott, M.P., was re-elected president of the Chamber, 
Mr. J. E. Newton senior vice-president, and Mr. A. E. Wrigley 
junior vice-president. Mr. A. Whyte was re-elected treasurer. 

The law, trade, commercial education, finances, and other com- 


_ Inittees were re-elected. 


Blackburn.—The monthly meeting of the Blackburn Incorporated 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 18th February, Mr. Henry 
Harrison, J.P., presiding. 

Five delegates were appointed to represent the Blackburn 
Chamber at the annual meeting of the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce to be held in March. 

The annual meeting of the Chamber followed :— 

The President, in moving the adoption of the report, referred to 
the Chinese indemnity, and also to the movement for extending 
the growth of cotton in the Colonies. The latter he characterised as 
a very important movement for the good of the cotton trade generally. 

Mr. Hibbert, in seconding the motion for the adoption of the 
annual report, referred to the value of the new Board of Trade 
returns as showing the growth of the United Kingdom trade 
compared with that of foreign countries. Other matters under 
discussion were :—The Patent Law Amendment Act, American 
Competition with British Trade, &c., &c. 
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Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 8 Weeks ended 19th February, 1903. 


Week ended 8 Week ended 8 
19th Feb., | 19h Feb,, || 19th Feb.. | Feb 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American... eve 40,952 735,510 3,540 41,175 
Brazilian eve 10,602 38,320 190 6,391 
East Indian ... say wae 1,803 10,134 130 3,961 
Egyptian... 16,347 130,305 4,258 32,890 
Miscellaneous ees age 282 5,883 142 1,400 
Total ... 60,008 920,152 || 8,260 85,817 
Corn Prices. 
" Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 


of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 2lst February, 1903, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


Wheat, Barley. Oats. 


Week ended 21st February, 1903...  .... 25 4 4 


Corresponding week in— 


1896 ... on eee eee 25 6 21 10 13 10 
1897 eee eee eee eee eee eee 28 2 23 8 16 3 
1898 ... eee eee «| 27 «6 17 10 
1899 eee ove eee eee eee eee 25 7 26 7 16 ll 
1 eee eee deo eee eee eer 26 3 25 I 16 9 
1901 ... ove ove eee oo 26 1 25 0 
1902 ... eee eee of 22 1 26 11 20 4 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that { 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperiai 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pope for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushe 


of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United 


Kingdom in the week ended 


21st February, 1903, to er with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Corresponc- 
2ist Feb., ing week 
1903. in 1902. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, Number. 5,449 10,528 
Sheep and lambs .. 2,814 10,966 
Fresh meat 
Pork 18,299 18,594 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Pork = 8,035 5,433 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. “ 15,486 12,447 
Meat, preserved otherwise thanbyealting ” 12,100 16,269 
Dairy produce and 
Margarine .. ove 18,138 16,755 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ...  ... 609 468 
» cream 170 162 
condensed . 14,951 16,215 
other kinds ... 76 82 
gs ese ove Grt. Hundr. 294,713 274,484 
Poultry and gam a Value £ 29,024 89,221 
dead timed) Cwits. 5,109 3,286 
Lard 80,188 38,024 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat... Cwts, 1,448,904 1,089,600 
Wheat-meal andfiour "256,156 456,500 
Beans 26,650 18,200 
Maize or Indian corn 823,778 103, 100 
raw :— 
Apples ee Cwis. 65,740 29,468 
Apricots and peaches 28 30 
Bananas ... Bunches, 68,184 53,719 
Cherries ... ° pe Cwts, = 
Grapes ” 461 297 
Oranges ... =. 213,139 169,668 
Unenumerated . ee a 1,841 642 
Straw ... ooo ” 1,495 1,285 
Hops ... Cwts. 710 2,579 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Potatoes .. ° ove eee Cwis, 47,359 19,705 
Tomatoes . 12,634 9,350 
table ri eee eee oe Cwis, 3, 1, 12 
by canning ... * 5,615 8,700 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1903, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 74d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. ‘This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statement of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 15th 
February :—State of the Labour Market in January; The Labour 
Market in 1902; Stockholding by Employees—Scheme of United 
States Steel Corporation; Reports on Employment in the Principal 
Industries ; Prices of Coal and Iron; Price of Bread, Wheat, and 
Flour ; Legal Cases affecting Labour, &c., &c. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORT. 


A report from the following British Colony has been issued 
by the Coionial Office since the last number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal,” viz. :— 


No. 380. Basutoland. 


| 
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OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Commercial No. 1 (1903.) Correspondence with the Russian 
Government respecting the interpretation of the Most-Favoured-Nation 
Clause in connection with Countervailing Duties on Bounty-Fed 
Sugar. [Cd.1,401.] Price 3d. 


This return comprises correspondence between the British and 
Russian Governments during the period June, 1899, to January, 
1903, in regard to the subject indicated in the title. 


Certificates of Origin. Memorandum showing the Regulations 
existing tn the principal European Countries, and in Canada, the 
United States, and Japan, in regard to Certificates of Origin. 
[Cd. 1,446.] Price 3d. 


This memorandum has been compiled in the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, with the object of showing 
what the existing requirements in regard to certificates of origin 
are in the principal European countries, in Japan and in the 
United States—these being the countries dealt with in the 
“Foreign Import Duties” return. Tnformation has also been 
added as to the regulations in force in Canada, where certificates 
of origin are required in order that British goods may enjoy the 
advantages of the preferential Tariff. Specimens of the forms 
used for certificates of origin have been given in all cases where 
possible. 


Tables relating to the Trade of British India with British 
Possessions and Foreign Countries, 1897-8 to 1901-2. [Cd. 1,445.] 
1903. 


This return contains statistics of the foreign trade of British 
India during the last five financial years. In 1901-2 the total 
value of the imports of merchandise (exclusive of Government 
stores) into British India by sea was 54,313,878]. as compared 
with 50,851,923/. in 1900-1, whilst the total value of the exports 
of merchandise of Indian produce and manufactures (exclusive of 
Government stores) was 80,803,375l. in 1901-2 as compared with 
69,440,3321. in the preceding financial year. The total of the 
imports into, and exports from, British India by land and sea. 
inclusive of Government stores and treasure) amounted in 1901-2 


to 173,374,993/. as compared with 160,724,859/. in 1900-1. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Misvellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1903, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
588 | Exotic Plants of Economic 
EUROPE— Interest in the Botanic 
Denmark: Gardens at Entebbe, 
2934 | Denmark (Supplemen- Uganda ... 30. 
tary) ... ..-1901} 1d. 
AMERICA, NORTH— 
Italy: United States of America: 
2930 | Finances of Italy —_...1902) 14d.|| 587 | Coal Industry of the Unite 
2933 {Italy ... .... 3d. Statesin1901 ... 2d. 
2935 | Venice ... —:1901-02) 13d. 
Mexico: 
Spain: 2925 | Mexico... ...1901| 
2924 | Bilbao ... 1901} 23d. 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Turkey: Brazil: 
2932 | Crete ... ws «e.1901| 1d. || 2928 | Rio de Janeiro .--1901] 13d. 
2926 | Eastern Coast’ of the 


Red Sea ... 1899-1901) 2d. WEST INDIES— 
2927 | Hayti ... 1d. 


AFRICA— 
2931 | Alexandria ...1901 and part ASIA— 
of 1902) 1d, Siam: 
|, 2929 | Chiengmai__.... 1d, 
Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1903, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


EUROPE— 
Belgium: 


rt Convention between the United Kingdom and Belgium 
regulating telephonic communication between the two 


France: 
2 Convention between the United Kingdom and France for 
the exchange of insured and uninsured parcels between 
France and Gibraltar ... ose ld. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1903, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual, 
No. Place. Price. 
378 British Guiana ove |: 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart- 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to 
it, whether written or verbal. 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S8.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The “ Intelligence Branch” endeavours, 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs: Excise and 
“Consumption ” Duties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged in 
particular lines of business in different localities, &., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of the present year, the work formerly 
carried on by the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute 
is now conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade. The question of transferring the headquarters of this Branch 
from Westminster to the City is receiving the attention of the Board of 
Trade, and meanwhile verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch 
through the Temporary Enquiry Office which has been opened in the City 
Branch of the Imperial Institute at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will bé shown in the sample 
room at the City Branch. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to public.._The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. In future periodical 
supplements to the “ Board of Trade Journal” will be issued, containin 
information and reports bearing on the work carried out in the Imperia 
Institute at South Kensington. 

CommerctaL DEPARTMENT, Boarp oF TRADE. 

January, 1903. 
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